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(3)  A description of —  

(ii) When periodic reports on the progress the child is making toward meeting the annual goals (such as 
through the use of quarterly or other periodic reports, concurrent with the issuance of report cards) will be 
provided;  

 

IDEA 1997 Regulations 

(7)  A statement of —  

(ii) How the child’s parents will be regularly informed (through such means as periodic report cards), at least 
as often as parents are informed of their nondisabled children’s progress, of —  

(A) Their child’s progress toward the annual goals; and  

(B) The extent to which that progress is sufficient to enable the child to achieve the goals by the end of 
the year.  

 

Commentary to the 2004 Regulations 
 
Periodic Progress Reports (§ 300.320(a)(3)(ii)) 
 
Comment: A few commenters supported the language in § 300.320(a)(3)(ii), which requires the IEP to include a 
description of when periodic reports on the child’s progress toward meeting the annual goals will be provided. 
However, many commenters recommended retaining current § 300.347(a)(7), which requires parents of a child 
with a disability to be informed about their child’s progress at least as often as parents of nondisabled children and 
for the report to include information on the extent to which the child’s progress is sufficient to enable the child to 
achieve the goals by the end of the year. 
 
One commenter recommended requiring progress reports to be provided with enough time to allow changes in 
the IEP if the goals will not be met by the end of the year. A few commenters recommended requiring the reports 
to explain, in reasonable detail and with specific progress measures, the extent to which the child is making 
progress on each of the annual goals in the child’s IEP. Another commenter recommended requiring LEAs to report 
progress in measurable terms. The commenter stated that many LEAs convert a measurable objective or goal into 
subjective and vague language, such as ‘‘adequate progress,’’ which does not provide objective measurements of 
achievement. Another commenter recommended requiring progress reports to be specifically linked to the 
measurable outcomes of a child’s annual goals. 
 
Numerous commenters requested that progress reports be provided with school report cards. However, one 
commenter stated that not all school districts have quarterly report cards, and, therefore, the regulations should 
require progress reports to be issued at the same time as other report cards in the district. 
 
Discussion: Section 300.320(a)(3)(ii) follows the language in section 614(d)(1)(A)(i)(III) of the Act and requires the 
IEP to include a description of when periodic reports on the child’s progress toward meeting the annual  goals will 
be provided. The Act does not require report cards or quarterly report cards. Report cards and quarterly report 
cards are used as examples in § 300.320(a)(3)(ii) of when periodic reports on the child’s progress toward meeting 
the annual goals might be provided. The specific times that progress reports are provided to parents and the 
specific manner and format in which a child’s progress toward meeting the annual goals is reported is best left to 
State and local officials to determine. In addition, under section 614(d)(1)(A)(ii)(I) of the Act we cannot interpret 
section 614 of the Act to require additional information in a child’s IEP that is not specifically required by the Act. 
 
Changes: None. 


