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Topic:  Replication of Entire SQL Database 
 

 
Description of Requested 
Decision 

 
Recently, an AEA submitted a request to have the entire SQL database 
table structure and data replicated from IMS and the Iowa IDEA system.  
This AEA in the past has created a number of reports with the nightly 
download and are preparing for the “retiring” of FoxPro” in IMS.  Rather 
than asking for some files, however, they are now asking for all of their 
data.  In addition, one other AEA expressed interest at an on-site visit last 
year to have access to all of their IMS/Iowa IDEA data. 
 
This document outlines a solution to provide AEAs with the ability to query 
data from the Iowa IDEA SQL databases without having access to the 
production site. 
 

 
Proposed Solution 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
1. At pre-determined intervals (e.g. daily or weekly), copy the entire SQL 

database onto another server housed at the IMS Center.   
a. Although the data will be current as of the day it is copied, 

clients will not be accessing the production site.   
b. The SQL databases will only contain data from the Iowa IDEA 

system.  Once IMS is rewritten, those data will be included in 
the SQL databases.  

c. It is projected that if the SQL databases were “pushed” to 
even a limited number of AEAs and the DE, FTE would need 
to be assigned for the development and maintenance of the 
database replication effort alone. 

d. It is also anticipated that it would take a few hours to replicate 
the database each time data were “pushed” to an AEA. 

e. All authorized clients would have access to data without the 
Central Processing Center needing to customize the 
replication. 

 
2. Provide secured logins to people who have met specific conditions 

and requirements.  Refer to responsibilities of the client. 
a. It is anticipated that very few people in the state will be 

granted access to this SQL database. 
b. A person with a login will have access to all data on the 

replicated SQL database. 
c. There is currently a policy in IMS that was adopted in April 

2005 called “Access to IMS Test Server by Area Education 
Agency (AEA) Staff”.  This policy in part states:  “…The AEA 
staff person agrees to access data related only to resident, 
attending or domicile to the AEA and/or districts served by an 
AEA.”  To see the entire text of the policy, go to 
www.iowaidea.org; Section: Governance; Subsection: 
Programs and Services.  Although access was granted only to 
a test server for the purpose of developing outputs, the data 
contained on that server are not scrambled. 

 

http://www.iowaidea.org/�
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Responsibilities of the 
Central Processing Center 
 

 
The responsibilities of the Central Processing Center are: 
1. Update the SQL database on the replication server when changes are 

made to Iowa IDEA. 
2. Ensure that the data are current on the replicated server, per the 

timeframe set. 
3. Update the data dictionary as changes are made to Iowa IDEA. 
4. Provide any other services as defined in the Fee for Service 

agreement. 
5. Apply excess revenue generated by Fee for Service to the Iowa IDEA 

contract. 
 

 
Responsibilities of the 
Customer 

 
1. Sign an Assurance Statement in regard to confidentiality of data. 
2. Show proof of proficiency with SQL. 
3. Pay the Fee for Service, if applicable.  This could include but not be 

limited to additional licensing fees for SQL. 
4. Troubleshoot queries which are developed or modified by the AEA. 
 

 


